


Setting a better future



Global leadership

Seves is the world’s leading manufacturer in two 

niche markets: electric insulation for electricity 

generation, transport and distribution, and 

glass blocks for architectural and interior design 

applications.

Seves is the result of the integration of Vetroarredo, 

Sediver, PPC Insulators and Isoladores Santana,

all industrial groups whose history and leadership 

are recognised throughout the world.

Seves is, however, much more than the sum of 

these companies. It is a system.

A system that leverages experience, respects the 

environment, innovates and, last but not least, 

brings forward a shared vision.





Once upon a time...

Each one of the companies forming a part

of Seves boasts a long and fascinating history.

Vetroarredo’s origins date back to 1928 when,

on the initiative of Prince Pietro Ginori Conti,

the “Istituto Sperimentale per lo Studio e

l’Applicazione dei Prodotti del Boro e del Silicio”

was established in Florence. This institute

played a leading role in developing one of the

most demanding production processes in terms

of quality: optical glass. In 1940, the Institute

became part of Italy’s most important state-owned

industrial group, IRI, which was involved in the 

manufacture of optical products for military use 

on behalf of the Navy, taking on the name of 

S.a.i.v.o.

After the Second World War the company

broadened its production to include glass

tiles (mosaics), ceramic enamel and tableware.

In 1990, Fidenza Vetraria, a long-established

Italian producer of glass insulators, tableware, 

lighting glass and glass blocks, took the company 

private. It was glass blocks, whose production was 

in 1991 transferred to the former S.a.i.v.o. plant 

in Florence, that marked the basis of Vetroarredo’s 

future business.

In March 1997, the management, with unflagging 

determination and with the support of private 

equity, took over the Florence company.

The new company has achieved constant growth 

through a series of acquisitions and ongoing 

innovation. 

During the 1990s, Vetroarredo acquired the 

lighting glass business of Vetrerie Lodi,

a company with a hundred-year long history,

and the Czech company, Vitrablok, a specialist

glass block manufacturer, steeped in the 

bohemian glassmaking tradition.

In order to expand its business to include

glass insulators, in 2001 the company acquired

the Italian firm, Dielve, a world-leading

manufacturer of glass insulators, together with its 

Chinese joint-venture, Dielve Tianjin Insulators.

In 2002, the acquisition of Sediver, the world’s 

number one producer of glass and composite 

insulators, led to the birth of the Vetroarredo 

Sediver Group, the industry leader that 

subsequently, in 2004, took on the name of Seves.

The origins of Sediver date back to 1898.

The first glass insulators were manufactured in 

1929 by a specially incorporated company,

Electro Verre.

In 1947, the application of the thermal 

toughening process to glass insulators resulted

in a product offering exceptional performance,

enabling the company to achieve international 

success.





Automated production lines were introduced ten 

years later, in 1957. This was followed in 1959

by the merger of Electro Verre and Charbonneux,

which led to the creation of Sediver.

Having established itself in the French insulator

market, the 1960s saw the company embark

on its first international joint ventures.

New products were launched during the 1970s,

including a full range of composite insulators.

Its Brazilian subsidiary, Electrovidro, was set up 

during this period.

The establishment of two joint ventures in China 

took place in 1993: Sediver Zigong, specialising 

in the assembly of glass insulators, and the Safam 

Zigong foundry.

In 2004, Seves started building a new state of the 

art glass making factory in the area of  Shanghai 

to make glass shells for insulators, in joint-venture 

with Shanghai Glass Co., Ltd.

In 2005, Seves acquired Solaris from Saint-Gobain

Oberland, German company specialized in the 

manufacturing of high technological performance 

glass blocks.

2007 brought both the construction of a new 

production site for composite insulators in Tianjin 

and spectacular new growth for Seves with the 

acquisition, in rapid succession, of PPC Insulators 

and Isoladores Santana. 

Created in 2001, the PPC Group was the result of 

the merger of Porcelain Products Inc., a leading 

American producer of porcelain insulators used in 

low and medium voltage electricity transmission

and distribution, and the European group, Ceram, 

which produces insulators for high voltage 

networks and substations.

Isoladores Santana is the leading producer of 

porcelain insulators in the growing Brazilian

market, with a 60-year long history of success.

In 2008 Seves has inaugurated a new glass 

insulator assembly plant in Shanghai, whilst a 

plant to make  porcelain insulators has been 

opened in Wuxi….

Once upon a time...





Areas of business

Seves is an industrial system that has successfully 

brought people, companies and a range of 

activities together in sectors which are essential 

to the quality of life, whilst respecting the 

environment.

With the aim of achieving superior quality 

standards in all its manufacturing activities, Seves

is organised into three distinct areas of activity,

according to product and target market.

Insulators

Seves is the “expert” in electric insulation.

It is the market leader and sole worldwide supplier 

of the three technologies (porcelain, glass and 

composite) for the entire electricity market cycle:

from energy generation, to transmission and 

distribution.

Accessories for suspension and tension insulator

strings and conductor hardware and medium and 

high voltage lightning surge arresters.

Glass blocks

Seves is the worldwide leader capable of offering 

the widest range of solutions.

Ranging from its prestigious “Tailor Made” 

offerings, designed to satisfy the most diverse 

requirements of architects (used by Renzo Piano 

in Tokyo for Maison Hermès, by Moneo-Brock 

Studio in Panticosa for the Baths of Tiberius, and 

by Rafael Moneo in Bilbao for the library of the 

University of Deusto), to the “Design” collection 

for sophisticated indoor and outdoor furnishing 

solutions, and the “Technology” line, providing 

high-performance (noise and fire resistant, shatter-

proof…) materials.

Finally, “Basic” is the traditional glass block line, 

reinterpreted according to Seves’ philosophy

and quality standards.

Special glass and ceramic components

High-quality pressed and blown glass for

lighting purposes, are manufactured using

semi-automated and automated processes.

Special limited edition “blown” glass is used for 

prestigious aesthetic and functional applications 

such as large perfume bottles used for display or 

giant containers for high-quality liqueurs.

Moreover, precision ceramic components are

used in the automotive, chemical and health 

sectors in both small and large quantities.





Mission

Seves intends to confirm and extend its leadership 

in electric insulators and in the production of 

glass blocks, reinforcing its commitment towards 

the respect and enhancement of People.

The People who buy Seves products: every effort 

is made to meet any and all expectations of our 

Customers, who represent “the best possible 

partner”, and to build mutually beneficial,

long-term relationships.

The People who work for Seves: fostering their 

personal and professional growth and, in this way, 

satisfying their aspirations and encouraging team 

spirit.

The People who provide Seves with goods and 

services: Suppliers are viewed as essential partners, 

in the knowledge that their contribution has been 

a key component in the Company’s success.

The People who invest in Seves: the key role

played by Shareholders is recognised and everyone 

within the Company is committed to rewarding 

their support with ongoing success.

People in the broadest sense, being committed

to ensuring the health and safety of the workforce

and protecting the environment, thereby

safeguarding local Communities in the areas

where Seves operates.





Research and Development

Each of the Seves Group’s factories has its own 

integrated testing facilities for the products it 

manufactures.

In addition to statistical controls, the equipment 

allows us to carry out almost every kind of test, 

according to international standards as may be 

required by customers and the various international 

regulations (IEC, ANSI, British Standard, etc.).

Seves also owns the High Voltage Laboratory in 

Bazet in south-eastern France, which is accredited 

by more than twenty countries in Europe, Africa, 

Asia and Oceania. Its equipment makes it possible 

to perform tests on materials through the use of 

artificial pollution test chambers and accelerated

ageing tests, all kinds of extreme mechanical

endurance tests, electrical tests such as power 

frequency flashover under dry or wet conditions, 

lightning impulse flashover, switching surge,

steep front wave impulse and radio interference 

tests on insulator units or in full string 

configuration from 69 kV to 1000 kV.





Quality

Seves strives to provide products and services of 

the highest quality. Full compliance with customer 

needs and contract requirements is not only a vital 

aspect of what is being done, but has become a 

way of life for all Seves’ plants, taking on an

ethical dimension.

Everyone who works at Seves, the world over, 

is encouraged and motivated to implement and 

maintain an efficient and constantly updated 

Quality System, in compliance with current 

regulations. For this reason, all factories perform 

systematic quality checks: these reflect a strong 

commitment to the quality system certification 

awarded to the Group’s European factories

since 1996, the first in its industry to achieve

such recognition for both insulator and

glass block production.





Human resources

Seves’ main asset is its workforce, with a total

staff of about 4,500.

People are the Group’s main success factor,

contributing their skills and enthusiasm, their 

capacity to listen and their competitive spirit in 

order to  create a winning company. Leadership,

in the end, is the sum of these qualities.

Seves believes and invests in its workforce

through training and development, stimulating

participation and enhancing individual skills.

This enables the Company to focus on meeting its 

customers’ expectations, engage in dialogue with 

suppliers, ensure health and safety at the workplace 

and to generally respect the environment.





Geography

Seves has established a global presence and 

developed a global culture.

Its headquarters are in Florence. Besides this city, 

which boasts a solid glass manufacturing tradition 

among its many artistic achievements, our 

locations in other German, Bohemian, Brazilian 

and Chinese cities have enriched the overall 

offering.

This worldwide manufacturing presence is

coupled with our commercial network.

Seves has developed an efficient, widespread

distribution network, strategically placed in order

to promptly assist costumers, for each area of 

business.

With the recent acquisitions of PPC Insulator 

and Isoladores Santana, and completion of the 

two units under construction in China, the Seves 

Group can now count on 25 production plants, 

including 10 in Europe, 8 in Asia and 7 in the 

Americas.

The Seves Group’s global footprint clearly reflects 

this geographical spread.





Locations

Toughened glass and composite insulators

Operating and Administrative Headquarters

Seves S.p.A.
Via R. Giuliani, 360 - 50141 Florence - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 425 009 6

Marketing Department and Commercial offices

Sediver S.A.
79, avenue François Arago 
92017 Nanterre Cedex - France
T +33 (0)1 46 14 15 24
F +33 (0)1 46 14 15 32

Technical Assistance and Laboratories

Sediver S.A.
46, avenue de Thiers - 03270 Saint-Yorre - France
T +33 (0)4 70 41 04 10
F +33 (0)4 70 41 00 76

T.H.T. Laboratory
Zone Industrielle - 65460 Bazet - France
T +33 (0)5 62 33 39 69
F +33 (0)5 62 33 39 29

Commercial offices

Seves S.p.A.
Via R. Giuliani, 360 - 50141- Florence - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 449 534 1

Electrovidro S.A.
Av. Lúcio Thomé Feteira, 312
CEP 24415-000 São Gonçalo - RJ - Brazil
T +55 (21) 2624 9545
F +55 (21) 2624 9507

Seves Sediver Insulators (Beijing) Co., Ltd
7th Floor No.2 Building, China Central Place, 79 Jianguo Road
Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025 - China
T +86 (0)10 659 896 66
F +86 (0)10 659 896 63

Seves Canada Inc.
172 Merizzi, Ville St-Laurent, Quebec - Canada H4T 1S4
T +1 514 739 3385
F +1 514 739 3669

Seves USA Inc.
981 Tyber Road
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 - USA
T +1 419 447 3460 
F +1 419 447 3481

Isoladores Santana S.A.
Rua Antonio Pedro, 645 - Centro
CEP 13920-000 Pedreira - SP - Brazil
T +55 (19) 3893 9200 
F +55 (19) 3893 2121



Factories 

Seves S.p.A.
Area Industriale F2 - 83051 Nusco (AV) - Italy
F +39 0827 607 016

Electrovidro S.A.
Av. Lúcio Thomé Feteira, 312
CEP 24415-000 São Gonçalo - RJ - Brazil
F +55 (21) 2624 9507

Shanghai Seves Glass Co., Ltd.
9485, Puxing Highway, Spark Zone,
Pudong District, Shanghai 201419 - China
F +86 (0)21 575 057 84

Sediver Insulators (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.
338 Minle Road, Spark Zone,
Pudong District, Shanghai 201419 - China
F +86 (0)21 575 051 11

Zigong Sediver Toughened Glass Insulator Co., Ltd.
162 Hutou Street - Gongjing District
Zigong City - 643020 Sichuan - China
F +86 (0)813 330 2615

Tianjin Sediver Composite Insulators Co., Ltd
Chenxing Road 10# & 12#
Zhongbei Industrial Park - Xiqing District
Tianjin - 300112 - China
F +86 (0)22 879 156 68

Zigong Safam Cast Iron Co., Ltd.
70 Gonglei Rd. - Gongjing District
Zigong City - 643020 Sichuan - China
F +86 (0)813 330 2984

Tianjin Dielve Insulators Co., Ltd.
GongLuKou Yangliuqing - Xiqing District
Tianjin - 300380 - China
F +86 (0)22 279 502 69 



Porcelain insulators

Commercial Offices and Factories

Seves USA Inc.
981 Tyber Road
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 - USA
T +1 419 447 3460 
F +1 419 447 3481

PPC Insulators GmbH
Staettermayergasse 28, 1150 Vienna - Austria
T +43 1 98 25850 150
F +43 1 98 25850 1516

PPC Shanghai Trading Co., Ltd
Ste.29-J Cross Region Plaza, 899 LingLing Rd.
Shanghai 200030 - China
T +86 (0)21 611 043 50
F +86 (0)21 611 151 72

Isoladores Santana S.A.
Rua Antonio Pedro, 645 - Centro
CEP 13920-000 Pedreira - SP - Brazil
T +55 (19) 3893 9200 
F +55 (19) 3893 2121

Porzellanfabrik Frauenthal Insulators GmbH
Gamserstraße 38, 
8523 Frauenthal - Austria
T +43 3462 2000 3200
F +43 3462 2000 3286

PPC Cab a.s.
Cab 268, 95124 Nove Sady - Slovakia
T +421 37 65 68 400
F +421 37 65 68 271

Ifö Ceramics AB
P.O. Box 118, 29522 Bromölla - Sweden
T +46 456 214 00
F +46 456 231 50

Elektrokeramik Sonneberg GmbH
Werkringstraße 11, 96515 Sonneberg - Germany
T +49 3675 873 0
F +49 3675 873 225

PPC Asian Insulators Co., Ltd
254 Seri Thai Road, Kannayaow, 10230 Bangkok - Thailand
T +66 2 919 9950 180
F +66 2 919 9040

PPC Wuxi Insulators Co., Ltd
31 E. Xihu Rd, Chagiao Town, 
Xishan District Wuxi City, Jiangsu Province, 
P.R. 214104 - China
T +86 (0)510 8871 0718
F +86 (0)510 8871 0818



Glass blocks Lighting and special glass

Special ceramic components 

Operating and Administrative Headquarters

Seves S.p.A.
Via R. Giuliani, 360 - 50141 Florence - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 425 009 6

Commercial office and Factory

Seves S.p.A.
Strada Settimo 401 - 10156 Turin - Italy
T +39 011 223 451 1
F +39 011 223 452 31 

CERA SYSTEM Verschleißschutz GmbH
Heinrich-Hertz-Straße 2-4
07629 Hermsdorf, Thüringen - Germany
T +49 36601 919-0
F +49 36601 919-90

Operating and Administrative Headquarters,
Commercial Offices

Seves S.p.A.
Via R. Giuliani, 360 - 50141 Florence - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 425 009 6
F Uff. Comm. +39 055 455 295

Showroom
Via Lodovico il Moro, 25/27 - 20143 Milan - Italy
T +39 02 89 152 102
F +39 02 89 190 293

Seves Glassblock Brasil S.A.
Av. Lúcio Thomé Feteira, 312 Parte
CEP 24415-000 São Gonçalo - RJ - Brazil
T +55 (21) 3707 9108
F +55 (21) 3707 9113

Seves Glassblock Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.
C3-201, No. 570, West Huai Hai Rd., Shanghai - China
T +86 (0)21 612 481 58, 612 481 55
F +86 (0)21 612 481 86

Factories 

Seves S.p.A.
Via R. Giuliani, 360 - 50141 Florence - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 425 009 6

Vitrablok, k.s.
Bílinská 42 - 419 14 Duchcov - Czech Republic
T +420 417.818.111
F Dir. +420 417.835.807
F Uff. Comm. +420 417.835.535

Solaris GmbH
Siemensstrasse, 1 - 56422 - Wirges - Germany
T +49 2602 681 0
F +49 2602 681 425 Germany 
F +49 2602 681 416 Export

Electrovidro S.A.
Av. Lúcio Thomé Feteira, 312
CEP 24415-000 São Gonçalo - RJ - Brazil
T +55 (21) 2624 9545
F +55 (21) 2624 9507



Seves S.p.A.

Via R. Giuliani,360
50141 Firenze - Italy
T +39 055 449 51
F +39 055 425 0096 
www.seves.it






